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Production, location and change 
Only one question may be answered from this topic. 
 
1 (a) Fig. 1 shows some of the causes of soil erosion in Tanzania, a LEDC in East Africa. 
 
 (i) Give the meaning of the term soil erosion and explain why soil erosion concerns farmers.

 [5] 
 
 (ii) Using examples, describe and explain how soil erosion may be minimised in either 

arable farming or pastoral farming. [5] 
 
 (b) Assess the importance of the government’s role in bringing agricultural change to one 

country you have studied. [15] 
 
 
2 (a) (i) Give the meaning of the term the informal sector of industry. 
 
 (ii) Describe the location and character of one example of informal manufacturing you have 

studied. [10] 
 
 (b) Assess the possible advantages and disadvantages in LEDCs of seeking industrial growth 

through developing the informal sector. [15] 
 
 
Environmental management 
Only one question may be answered from this topic. 
 
3 (a) Fig. 2 gives the results of research into why wind power plants fail in Germany, a MEDC in 

Europe. 
 
 (i) Identify the main cause of the failure of wind power plants, supporting your answer with 

data from Fig. 2. [1] 
 
 (ii) Describe and explain the ways in which weather conditions caused wind power plant 

failure, according to this research. [5] 
 
 (iii) In two thirds of the cases of failure, electricity production stopped completely.  Suggest 

what the consequences might be for the producers of wind power. [4] 
 
 (b) To what extent has one scheme to supply electrical energy which you have studied been 

successful? [15]  
 
 
4 (a) Describe and explain one attempt to tackle pollution at the local scale which was a 

comparative failure and one attempt which was a comparative success. [10] 
 
 (b) Some governments now force those who cause pollution to pay for removing the 

contamination and making good the damage. 
 
 Why is this ‘polluter pays’ strategy unlikely to work in many cases? [15] 
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Global interdependence 
Only one question may be answered from this topic. 
 
5 (a) (i) Give the meaning of the term invisible exports. [2] 
 
 (ii) Describe the nature and explain the importance of the invisible exports from one country 

you have studied. [8] 
 
 (b) How helpful is an awareness of former colonial ties in understanding international trading 

patterns today? [15] 
 
 
6 (a) Study Table 1, which gives information about the top 10 countries in Africa by tourism 

earnings in 2002. Fig. 3 shows the countries’ locations. 
 
 How may the domination of the market for tourism in Africa by just four countries be 

explained? [10] 
 
 (b) Evaluate the ways in which income from tourism has been used in one or more countries you 

have studied. [15] 
 
 
Economic transition 
Only one question may be answered from this topic. 
 
7 (a) Fig. 4 shows the sector model of economic development. 
 

Describe and explain the stages of economic development reached, (i) at time t1, and (ii) at 
time t4, according to this model. Support your answer with examples. [10] 

 
 (b) With reference to the development policy of one country you have studied, outline the 

government’s priorities and assess what has already been achieved. [15] 
 
 
8 Fig. 5 shows the core-periphery model applied to Japan, a MEDC in Asia, in 1998.  
 
 (a) (i) Using Fig. 5, describe Japan’s core region. 
 
 (ii) Give the meaning of the term backwash effects. 
 
 (iii) Explain briefly one successful attempt to reduce backwash effects which you have 

studied. [10] 
 
 (b) How may the continuing dominance of core regions be explained?  Support your answer with 

examples you have studied. [15] 
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Fig. 2 for Question 3 
 

Causes of the failure of wind power plants in Germany 
 
 

component
failure 30%

control
system 26%

high winds
7%

lightning
6%

grid
failure 5%

loosening
of parts 4%

icing 2%

other
causes 12%

unknown
causes 8%



4 

© UCLES 2006 9696/03/INSERT/O/N/06 

Table 1 for Question 6 
 

The top 10 countries in Africa by tourism earnings, 2002 
 

 
rank 
 

international tourism earnings 

1998 2002 

 
country 

US$ 
millions 
2002 

% change 
2002/2001 

% of total 
Africa 
2002 

2 1 Egypt 3764 -1.0 25.2 

1 2 South Africa 2728 1.1 18.3 

3 3 Morocco 2646 1.0 17.7 

4 4 Tunisia 1523 -8.7 10.2 

5 5 Mauritius 612 -1.0 4.1 

6 6 Tanzania 437 1.1 2.9 

10 7 Ghana 358 0 2.4 

11 8 Botswana 319 1.4 2.1 

8 9 Kenya 293 -1.0 2.0 

7 10 Zimbabwe 278 1.2 1.9 

      

 39* total Africa 14913 1.0 100.0 

 
 *number of countries’ data available from the World Trade Organization (WTO) for that year 

 
 

Fig. 3 for Question 6 
 

The locations of the countries in Table 1 
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Fig. 4 for Question 7 
 

The sector model of economic development 
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Fig. 5 for Question 8 
 

Core and periphery in Japan, 1998 
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